Bible Study Questions for July 29, 2012

Text: Romans 9:14-24

1. What is the objection that Paul is addressing in Romans 9:14-24?

2. What Old Testament Scripture is Paul citing in verse 15?  Please describe the events surrounding this text in the Old Testament.  How does it relate to Paul’s argument here in Romans 9?

3. What does the word mercy mean?  Is there a difference between mercy and grace?  Please explain your answer.

4. Read verse 16.  What is the main emphasis of this verse?  Why do some people have such a hard time accepting a verse like this?

5. In verse 17 what Old Testament Scripture is Paul citing?  Was Pharaoh (an unbeliever) an instrument in God’s hands? What does this tell us about God’s will?

6. In verse 18 the text states that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  What is the nature of this “hardening?”  Does this mean that God made Pharaoh have a hard heart or does it mean that God withdrew divine restraining influences?  The answer to this question is very significant in understanding the character of God.

7.  In verse 21 we find Paul arguing from the lesser to the greater.  Is this a compelling statement for the complete sovereignty of God?  Why or why not?
