Bible Study Questions for March 24, 2013
Text: Romans 16:17-18

1. In verse 17 what does Paul say are the two negative things some people can bring to a church?

2. What two specific actions does Paul command his readers to do if someone causes trouble in the church?

3. Should we be surprised that there will be times in the life of the church when a person or persons stir up divisions? Explain the reason for your answer.

4. In verse 17 Paul gives us a statement by which to evaluate all things being done in the church. What is that statement and how do you apply it to this subject of dealing with divisions?

5. In verse 18 Paul tells his readers that those who cause divisions are not serving Christ but rather are serving, “their own belly.” What do you think Paul means by this statement? To stimulate your imagination and thinking ask yourself what might a man’s belly represent or signify?

6. Paul also states in verse 18 that “the heart of the simple” are deceived by smooth words and flattering speech. What does Paul mean by referring to some believers as being “simple”? Does Paul mean that some believers are illiterate, uneducated, shallow theologically, or perhaps gullible, naïve, too trusting or something else?

